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(57) ABSTRACT

An assistance system is provided for a motor vehicle that
includes, but is not limited to an activation device, which
switches the assistance system over into a beginner mode, a
capturing device, which determines a curve radius located
ahead of a road travelled by the motor vehicle, and a process-
ing device, which from the curve radius located ahead and a
speed of the motor vehicle in the beginner mode generates a
signal in the case the speed of the motor vehicle when trav-
elling through the curve radius located ahead exceeds a pre-
determined maximum lateral acceleration. A method is also
provided for controlling a motor vehicle.

20 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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ASSISTANCE SYSTEM FOR A MOTOR
VEHICLE AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING A MOTOR VEHICLE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to Patent Application No.
102012016 240.5, filed Aug. 16,2012, which is incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The technical field relates to an assistance system for a
motor vehicle and a method for controlling a motor vehicle.

BACKGROUND

Assistance systems are increasingly employed in motor
vehicles in order to influence the driving behavior of a motor
vehicle through active intervention for example in steering or
brake systems. Lane keeping systems for motor vehicles are
known from the general prior art, through that a driving
behavior, in particular a steering behavior of a motor vehicle
can be actively influenced. Such systems comprise facilities
for the optical road shoulder detection, which is carried out
for example on the basis of one or a plurality of cameras. By
doing so, an additional steering angle can be superimposed on
the steering angle which is set via the steering wheel of the
driver, so that dependent on the respective situation an active
intervention in the driving behavior can take place.

From DE 102 008 035 115 Al a system and a method for
detecting a road curve is known, while a vehicle approaches
the curve, for automatically supplying information regarding
the road curvature and for controlling the vehicle speed is
known. The system uses a position finding device and a map
database in order to know the position of the vehicle. As a
function of the speed of the vehicle, the system generates a
curvature profile for different curvature data points at the or
about the curve in front of the vehicle. A set speed profile and
the actual vehicle speed are compared at each profile point in
order to determine if the vehicle travels too fast for the target
speed.

At least one object is to improve the driving safety on the
basis of an assistance system in a motor vehicle. In addition,
other objects, desirable features and characteristics will
become apparent from the subsequent summary and detailed
description, and the appended claims, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings and this background.

SUMMARY

Accordingly, an assistance system for a motor vehicle is
created, comprising an activation device, which switches the
assistance system over into a beginner’s mode, a capturing
device, which determines a curve radius located ahead of a
road travelled by the motor vehicle, and a processing device,
which from the curve radius located ahead and a speed of the
vehicle in a beginners mode generates a signal, in the event
that the speed of the motor on travelling through the curve
radius located ahead exceeds a predetermined maximum lat-
eral acceleration.

According to an embodiment, a so-called beginner’s mode
is activated, in which a predetermined speed-dependent lat-
eral acceleration of the motor vehicle is not to be exceeded. In
the case of a driver beginner, this reduces the vehicle being
operated in a range that can only be controlled with difficulty,
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in particular with only little experience as a driver. Conse-
quently, the assistance system makes a contribution to more
driving safety and a reduction of the accident risk.

In an embodiment, the processing device additionally gen-
erates the signal in the event that a longitudinal acceleration
of the motor vehicle in the beginner mode exceeds a prede-
termined maximum longitudinal acceleration. Accordingly,
the assistance system monitors not only lateral accelerations
but also longitudinal acceleration processes, which fre-
quently can be caused by an inexperienced driver through
unintentionally strong acceleration.

In a further embodiment, the signal is connected to a warn-
ing device in order to warn a driver of the motor vehicle, with
a deceleration device, preferentially a brake assistance sys-
tem, in order to brake the vehicle to the maximum lateral
acceleration for the curve radius ahead, or to an engine control
in order to keep the motor vehicle below the maximum lon-
gitudinal acceleration. Accordingly, the driver in a first pos-
sibility is informed through a warning signal of accelerations,
which are to be expected or have already occurred because of
travelling too fastin a curve. The driver can now suitably react
to the warning signal and brake the vehicle. In a second
possibility, the assistance system directly intervenes and
brakes the vehicle or reduces the engine power. Both possi-
bilities can obviously be realized also together. The direct
intervention preferentially takes place after a short waiting
time in which the driver is given the opportunity to correc-
tively intervene himself Thus, the driver first receives a visual,
acoustic or haptic warning to which he does not react, fol-
lowed by a short slight brake application even before the
curve.

In a further embodiment, the beginner’s mode can be acti-
vated on the basis of a driver experience, a driving skill, an
explicit change in a vehicle mode, which preferentially cor-
responds to defensive driving, or an age of the driver, prefer-
entially on the basis of an authentication through a third
person. The experience, driving skill but also the age of the
driver are factors which seen statistically influence the acci-
dent risk. Consequently, the beginner’s mode can be activated
on the basis of these criteria. Thus it is possible for example to
activate the beginner mode for adolescent drivers. This should
be done by an authenticated person, usually the vehicle
owner, which for example can be carried out by entering a
code, supplying a chip card or in a similar way.

In a further embodiment, the capturing device comprises
an interface to senders arranged at the roadside, a digitized
road map together with a position finding device, a laser
scanner or a camera. The curve radius ahead can take place
with a plurality of possibilities. Thus, it is provided to equip
the processing device with an interface to senders arranged at
the roadside. These can be so-called roadside components or
infrastructure components in the form of intelligent traffic
signs, which via radio nodes can establish a communication
to the motor vehicle. Technically, this is also known by the
name of Car-to-Infrastructure communication (C21, vehicle
to infrastructure communication) as wireless communication
of the vehicles with intelligent traffic signs, which among
other things can send out information regarding curve radii
ahead.

A further includes, but is not limited to include determining
a position, for example, on the basis of a GPS receiver and
link this information to digital maps. From the map informa-
tion, the curve radius can then be determined. It is likewise
provided with the laser scanner or the camera to capture the
portion of the road ahead. Independently of the realized
embodiment of the capturing device it can be provided to take
into account further parameters such as, for example, a road
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inclination or a road condition (e.g., wet, snow, road covering
or similar) when determining the maximum lateral accelera-
tion. In addition, the system can be parameterized subject to
utilizing a temperature sensor or switched off.

In a further embodiment, a method for controlling a motor
vehicle is created, in which the following steps are carried
out: activating a beginner’s mode, capturing a curve radius
ahead of a road travelled by the motor vehicle, determining a
maximum lateral acceleration, and generating a signal if the
speed of the motor vehicle on travelling through the curve
radius ahead exceeds the maximum lateral acceleration.

In an embodiment of the method, the processing device
additionally generates the signal, in the case that in the begin-
ner mode a longitudinal acceleration of the motor vehicle
exceeds a predetermined maximum longitudinal accelera-
tion. In a further embodiment of the method, the signal is
connected to a warning device in order to warn a driver of the
motor vehicle, with a deceleration device, more preferentially
a brake assistance system, in order to brake the motor vehicle
to the maximum speed for the curve radius ahead, or to an
engine control in order to hold the vehicle below the maxi-
mum longitudinal acceleration or to restrict the same.

In a further embodiment of the method, the system is
activated on the basis of a driver experience, a driving skill, an
explicit change in a vehicle mode, which preferentially cor-
responds to defensive driving, or an age of the driver, prefer-
entially on the basis of an authentication through a third
person. In a further embodiment of the method, the capturing
device comprises an interface to senders arranged on a road-
side, a digitized road map, a position finding device or a
camera.

The described method for an assistance system and the
advantageous configurations can be provided in a motor
vehicle, in particular in a control unit. Practically, the control
unit comprises a storage device with a computer program
stored thereon. The computer program serves for carrying out
the method according to the embodiments.

The control unit can have a digital microprocessor unit
(CPU) that is data connected to a storage system and a bus
system, a working memory (RAM) as well as a storage
device. The CPU is designed to execute commands which are
embodied as a program stored in a storage device, to capture
input signals from the data bus and to emit output signals to
the data bus. The storage system can have different storage
media such as optical, magnetic, solid body and other non-
volatile media, on which a corresponding computer program
for carrying out the method and the advantageous configura-
tions is stored. The program can be of such a type that it is
capable of embodying or carrying out the method described
here, so that the CPU can carry out the steps of such a method,
thereby controlling the motor vehicle.

Suitable for carrying out a method is a computer program,
which comprises program code in order to carry out all steps
of any of the claims when the program is executed on a
computer. Here, the computer program can comprise pro-
gram code in order to carry out all steps of the method. The
computer program can be read into and used in already exist-
ing control units with a simple device in order to control the
assistance system.

Provided for this is a computer program product with pro-
gram code that are stored on a computer-readable data carrier
in order to carry out the method when the program product is
executed on a computer. The computer program can also be
integrated in control units as a retrofit option.

A further embodiment relates to an apparatus for control-
ling a motor vehicle, comprising: means for activating a
beginner’s mode, a capturing device for capturing a curve
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radius of a road ahead travelled by the motor vehicle, a deter-
mining device for determining a maximum lateral accelera-
tion, and a generating device for generating a signal in the
case that the speed of the motor vehicle when travelling
through the curve radius ahead exceeds the maximum lateral
acceleration.

In an embodiment of the apparatus, the processing device
additionally generates the signal in the case a longitudinal
acceleration of the motor vehicle exceeds a predetermined
maximum longitudinal acceleration in the beginner’s mode.
In a further configuration of the apparatus, the signal is con-
nected to a warning device in order to warn a driver of the
motor vehicle, in which the signal is connected with a decel-
eration device, preferentially a brake assistance system in
order to brake the motor vehicle to the maximum speed for the
curve radius ahead or to an engine control in order to keep the
motor vehicle below the maximum longitudinal acceleration
or to restrict the same.

In a further embodiment of the apparatus is activated on the
basis of a driver experience, a driving skill, an explicit change
in a vehicle mode, which preferentially corresponds to defen-
sive driving, or an age of a vehicle, preferentially on the basis
of an authentication through a third person. In a further
embodiment of the apparatus, the capturing vice comprise an
interface to senders arranged by the roadside, a digitized road
mayp, a position finding device or a camera.

Furthermore, a motor vehicle with a control unit for an
assistance system is stated, where the control unit comprises
a storage device with a computer program stored thereon. The
computer program is equipped for carrying out the method
described above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will hereinafter be described in con-
junction with the following drawing figures, wherein like
numerals denote like elements, and:

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of a road curve of a
motor vehicle ahead of a curve;

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of the assistance sys-
tem according to an embodiment; and

FIG. 3 is a method according to an embodiment in a flow
diagram.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description is merely exemplary in
nature and is not intended to application and uses. Further-
more, there is no intention to be bound by any theory pre-
sented in the preceding background or summary or the fol-
lowing detailed description.

FIG. 1 shows a motor vehicle 1, which travels on a road 2.
The road 2 has the shape of a curve 3 with a road boundary 4
located inside and a road boundary 5 located outside and the
road 2 can be assigned a curve radius r. The motor vehicle 1
can pass through the road 1 of a trajectory. In an assistance
system for the motor vehicle 1, a beginner mode is provided
in which the speed of the motor vehicle 1 when travelling
through the curve radius r ahead is limited so that a predeter-
mined maximum lateral acceleration is not exceeded if pos-
sible. The beginner mode can be activated on the basis of a
driver experience, a driving skill or an age of a driver, for
example, on the basis of an authentication through a third
person. When passing through the trajectory 6, a lateral accel-
eration L. occurs for example at the curve entrance at the
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location x, which is dependent on the curve radius r, an
inclination of the road 2 at the location x and the speed of the
motor vehicle 1.

As shown in FIG. 2, the assistance system 7 to this end
comprises an activation means 8, which via a first connection
9 signals to a processing means 10 the activation of the begin-
ner’s mode. The processing device 10 is coupled to a captur-
ing means 12 via a second connection 11, which determines
the curve radius r located ahead of the road 2 travelled by the
motor vehicle 1. The processing device 10 in the beginner
mode generates a signal from the curve radius r located ahead
and the speed of the motor vehicle 1 in the beginner mode on
the third connection 13, if the speed of the motor vehicle 1 on
passing through the curve radius r located ahead exceeds a
predetermined maximum natural acceleration. Likewise, the
processing device 10 can generate the signal in the event a
longitudinal acceleration b of the motor vehicle in the begin-
ner mode exceeds a predetermined maximum longitudinal
acceleration.

Via the third connection 13, the signal is passed on to a
warning device 14 in order to warn a driver of the motor
vehicle 1. Alternatively or at the same time, the signal can be
connected to a deceleration device 15, for example, a brake
assistance system in order to brake the motor vehicle 1 to the
maximum lateral acceleration for the curve radius located
ahead. Likewise, the signal can be connected to an engine
control 16 in order to keep the motor vehicle 1 below the
maximum longitudinal acceleration. Accordingly it is pos-
sible to activate the so-called beginner mode in which a pre-
determined longitudinal acceleration or lateral acceleration
of the motor vehicle 1 is not to be exceeded. The related
measures (warning via the warning device 14, braking via the
deceleration device 15 or limiting the engine power via the
engine control 16) in this case can be realized individually or
in any combination.

In a method for controlling the motor vehicle 1, an activat-
ing of a beginner mode takes place in a step 20. In step 21, a
capturing of a curve radius r located ahead of a road 2 trav-
elled by the motor vehicle 1 takes place. In step 22, a deter-
mining of a maximum lateral acceleration takes place and in
step 23 a signal is generated in the case the speed of the motor
vehicle 1 when travelling through the curve radius r located
ahead exceeds the maximum lateral acceleration.

Although in the preceding description some possible
embodiments of were disclosed, it is to be understood that
numerous further variants of embodiments through combina-
tion possibilities of all features mentioned and additionally
obvious to the person skilled in the art and embodiments exist.
Itis to be understood furthermore that the exemplary embodi-
ments are to be understood merely as examples, which in no
way restrict the scope of protection, the applicability and the
configuration. The preceding description is rather intended to
show the person skilled in the art a suitable way of realizing at
least one exemplary embodiment. It is to be understood that
with an exemplary embodiment numerous changes with
respect to function and arrangement of the elements can be
carried out without leaving the scope of protection disclosed
in the claims and its equivalent.

What is claimed is:

1. An assistance system for a motor vehicle selectively
operable in a beginner mode, comprising:

an activation device that is configured to switch the assis-

tance system into the beginner mode based on driver
specified data and a third party authentication;

a capturing device that is configured to determine a curve

radius located ahead of a road travelled by the motor
vehicle; and
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6

aprocessing device that is configured to determine a lateral
acceleration of the motor vehicle based on the curve
radius and a speed of the motor vehicle travelling
through the curve radius, and to generate a signal when
the activation device is in the beginner mode and the
lateral acceleration exceeds a predetermined maximum
lateral acceleration.

2. The assistance system according to claim 1, wherein the
processing device is further configured to generate the signal
in case a longitudinal acceleration of the motor vehicle in the
beginner mode exceeds a predetermined maximum longitu-
dinal acceleration.

3. The assistance system according to claim 1, further
comprising a warning device that is configured to receive the
signal in order to provide a warning, and

a deceleration device that is configured to receive the signal

in order to decelerate the motor vehicle to the predeter-
mined maximum lateral acceleration for the curve radius
located ahead; and

an engine control that is configured to receive the signal in

order to maintain the motor vehicle below the predeter-
mined maximum longitudinal acceleration.

4. The assistance system according to claim 1, wherein the
driver specified data comprises a driver experience.

5. The assistance system according to claim 1, wherein the
capturing device comprises an interface to senders arranged
by a roadside.

6. A method for controlling a motor vehicle having an
assistance system selectively operable in a beginner mode,
comprising:

activating the beginner mode of the assistance system

based on driver specified data and a third party authen-
tication;
capturing with a capturing device a curve radius located
ahead of a road travelled by the motor vehicle;

determining a lateral acceleration based on the curve radius
and a speed of the motor vehicle travelling through the
curve radius; and

generating a signal when the activation device is in the

beginner mode and the lateral acceleration exceeds a
predetermined maximum lateral acceleration.

7. The method according to claim 6, further comprising
generating the signal in case a longitudinal acceleration of the
motor vehicle in the beginner mode exceeds a predetermined
maximum longitudinal acceleration.

8. The method according to claim 6, further comprising:

generating a warning with a warning device; and

decelerating the vehicle with a deceleration device in order
to decelerate the motor vehicle to a maximum speed for
the curve radius located ahead.

9. The method according to claim 6, wherein the activating
the beginner mode comprises activating on a basis of a driver
experience.

10. The method according to claim 6, wherein the captur-
ing device is a digitized road map with a position finding
device.

11. A non-transitory computer readable medium embody-
ing a computer program product, said computer program
product comprising a control program for controlling a motor
vehicle having an assistance system selectively operable in
operable a beginner mode, the control program configured to:

activate the beginner mode based on driver specified data

and the third party authentification;

capture a curve radius received from a capturing device that

is located ahead of a road travelled by the motor vehicle;
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determine a lateral acceleration based on the curve radius
and a speed of the motor vehicle travelling through the
curve radius; and

generate a signal when the activation device is in the begin-

ner mode and the lateral acceleration exceeds a prede-
termined maximum lateral acceleration.

12. The non-transitory computer readable medium
embodying the computer program product according to claim
11, the control program further configured to generate the
signal in case a longitudinal acceleration of the motor vehicle
in the beginner mode exceeds a predetermined maximum
longitudinal acceleration.

13. The non-transitory computer readable medium
embodying the computer program product according to claim
11, the control program further configured to:

generate a warning with a warning device; and

decelerate the vehicle with a deceleration device in order to

decelerate the motor vehicle to a maximum speed for the
curve radius located ahead.

14. The non-transitory computer readable medium
embodying the computer program product according to claim
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11, wherein the control program is configured to activate the
beginner mode on a basis of a driver experience.

15. The non-transitory computer readable medium
embodying the computer program product according to claim
11, wherein the capturing device is a digitized road map with
a position finding device.

16. The assistance system according to claim 1, wherein
the driver specified data comprises a driving skill.

17. The assistance system according to claim 1 wherein the
driver specified data comprises an explicit change in a vehicle
mode.

18. The assistance system according to claim 3, wherein
the deceleration device is a brake assistance system.

19. The assistance system according to Claim 1 wherein
the third party authentication comprises an authentication
code issued to the activation device.

20. The assistance system according to Claim 19 wherein
the third party authentication code is issued from a chip card.
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